


What is COPE?
SEIU COPE is the voice of 
working men and women 
across the United States. 
Through SEIU COPE our 
members transform dollars 
into action and hope into 
change. SEIU COPE is the 
Federal PAC through which 
SEIU raises and spends the 
hard dollars to affect Federal 
elections and state and Local 
elections in hard money states. As one of the 
largest PACs in the country SEIU COPE grew 
by 17% in 2008 alone, bringing our two year 
growth total to 40%.  In August 2009, SEIU 
COPE had already grown by $1 million over 
August 2008, and put us on track for another 
year of 20%+ growth unionwide.   

How is COPE used?
SEIU COPE is used to support candidates and 
government officials in many ways, from direct 

contributions to candidates to hard-
dollar independent expenditures 
and media projects. See the attached 
chart for a breakdown of how SEIU 
COPE dollars are utilized across the 
country. 

Where Does COPE Come 
From?
The vast majority of contributions 
to SEIU COPE come in the form 

of small, reoccurring donations from our 
members. No contribution is too small. Even 
just a few dollars per month is an enormous 
investment for our hard-working members, 
some of whom only make $10 per hour. Each 
small, but immensely significant investment 
adds up, but more importantly, increases the 
ownership of our members in the political 
process and the campaigns of 
candidates who will bring real 
change to their lives.

“I contribute to COPE because it gives us the  
political power we need to be heard...”

-Jacqueline Brow- Food Service Worker, SEIU Local 99
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“By engaging the 
political process, 

we are able to 
benefit the greater 

population.”

— Bob Hardy- RN, 
SEIU Healthcare Pennsylvania

“As a city worker and union member, it really comes down to  
the basic issue — not whether it is a Republican or Democrat  

issue, but whether it’s a worker issue.

That’s why I give to COPE.”
—Jack Cellano, SEIU Local 221
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